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2015 came and went like a wildfire and in 
reality, this is exactly how our season began…
again!  In a repeat of the previous spring, 
very little snow and warm temperatures made 
the Kenai Peninsula ripe for a fire and sure 
enough in early June, a 10,000 acre blaze once 
again burned in the refuge below Skilak Lake.  
This fire again got very close to the Kenai Keys 
subdivision and actually burned a number 
of structures before eventually heading out 
towards Skilak Lake.  It was another ominous 
beginning to our season but compared to the 
200,000 acre fire in 2014, it was much less of a 
distraction.  

We began our 2015 fishing season in Yakutat 
this year and we did some guiding for spring 
steelhead via Glacier Bear Lodge.  This was 
a great experience and after fishing the Situk 
River for the past 16 years it was a lot of fun 
to show that beautiful river to some great 
people that had never caught a steelhead 
before.  Hooking wild steelhead in the crystal 
clear Situk River is very rewarding and always 
a challenge.  This is a special trip and I look 
forward to seeing everyone there again this 
coming spring.  If you think you might like 
to join us, just let me know.  If you have 
ever dreamed about catching wild Alaska 
steelhead, the Situk is the place. 

 All in all it was a great beginning to the 
2015 season and upon returning to the Kenai 
Peninsula, it was time to shift focus to the 
Kasilof River.  With the pre-season closure 

on the Kenai, the Kasilof was the only option 
in late May and early June and it definitely 
did not disappoint.  Good numbers of king 
salmon were available from late May and 
well into late June.  Many kings could be 
seen rolling in regular holes like the People’s 
Hole and the Traps and the numbers of fish 
definitely helped the fishing success.  Given we 
are fishing with a single hook and no bait, we 
did manage to land 1-5 fish per trip for a solid 
couple of weeks and I was impressed with the 
consistency of the action.  Most of the fish 
were tide water, sea-lice chromers and they 
fought really well in the early season flows of 
the Kasilof.  After enjoying the king salmon 
action it was time in mid-June to head upriver 
and chase the now abundant sockeye salmon.  
These silver bullets were arriving in the tens of 
thousands daily and the upper Kasilof is our 
favorite place to intercept them.  We launched 
the drift boats just below Tustumena Lake and 
rowed down several miles...
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good fishing for a couple of days before returning 
to more normal king fishing for the remainder 
of the season.  Allowing bait also changed the 
management plan for sockeye and allowed set 
gill nets more fishing time.  In the end, the king 
salmon return, which was expected to meet 
the middle to upper end of the escapement 
goal, only barely met the lower end.  

We stayed with the sockeye run well into August 
as our early run of Kenai Silvers were late to show.   
They finally arrived with a vengeance in the third 
week of August and this ended a very successful 

and lengthy sockeye season.

The silvers may have been late 
but once they arrived, the action 
was incredible.  The early run 
fish were super aggressive on the 
tides and the high numbers of 
fish lasted for several weeks.   As 
we entered the first week to ten 
days of September, no discernable 
pause seemed to occur between 
early and late runs as the steady 
stream of fish on the tides just 
kept coming.   The onslaught of 
silvers continued until it again 
hit a peak in October.  With 
the river super low and fish 

everywhere we saw some of the most epic silver 
salmon fishing ever, with literally hundreds of 
fish in all of the holes.   Ironically, with the season 
largely passed, very few people were on the water 
to see this incredible late season silver run.   

before deciding on a strategic gravel bar. Many 
mornings we were able to literally land right 
on top of the traveling masses and the ensuing 
melee was a blast.  We saw regular limits on 
these great trips and this has become one of our 
more regular and enjoyable trips from mid-
June into the first week to ten days of July.  

July 1st marked the opening day of king season 
on the Kenai River and the fishery began with no 
bait, single hook.  Fishing in the first week to ten 
days was fair with boats seeing 1-3 fish per trip. 
Although sonar numbers were not excessively 
high, they were a definite improvement over the 
past several seasons where we saw near record low 
returns.  Although we did take a small handful of 
king salmon trips this season, the overwhelming 
majority of our July anglers chose to fish for the far 
more consistent and abundant sockeye salmon.   

As we entered the second week of July, sockeye 
fishing on the Kenai was very good.  Even though 
the number of fish were moderate, compared to peak 
times there were very few people fishing so a lot of 
fish were making it through. It seemed like we had 
the river to ourselves for over a week before sonar 
numbers began to reveal larger pulses of fish and 
the crowds began to swell.  Overall 
the late run Kenai sockeye run was 
a good one although the way the 
fish arrived was unusual.  Normally 
we see a series of days or a week 
where a very large percentage of 
the return arrives all at once.  This 
season the fish came in very steady 
waves with few large spikes and 
the run seemed to continue much 
later into August than normal.  This 
year one could find newly arriving 
sockeye salmon as late as the third 
week of August.  Needless to say we 
appreciated the large and consistent 
return of sockeye this season and 
missing a limit was very rare. 

Eventually the positive king salmon numbers allowed 
the department to project meeting the escapement 
goals for kings and thus the use of bait was allowed in 
the fishery on July 24.  Of course this resulted in very  
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No seasonal Kenai recap would be complete without 
mention of the incredible Kenai Rainbows.  These 
resident species and monarchs of the river continue 
to amaze me as I have the privilege of seeing just how 
prolific and varied their population really is.  Every 
season it seems more and more are discovering just 
how fun targeting big rainbows can be for the day.  It 
presents a challenging and very hands on experience 
with the potential for huge rewards.  Even among 
Alaska destinations, few places hold as many large wild 
trout as the Kenai and any hook up could be a double 
digit fish.  We saw a number of really big trout come to 
the net this year and each one was completely unique.

Fly out fishing this year was very productive although 
typically dependable Wolverine Creek did not see as 
many fish in June like it normally has in the past.  The 
run finally arrived but it was later than the normal 
mid-June time period and more like mid-July before 
the run completely materialized.  By this time we were 
beginning to see very good numbers of silver salmon on 
the Kustatan River and this fishery just got better, better 
and better!  We fished the Kustatan well into late August 
and were still seeing ocean bright sea-lice silver salmon.  
We also flew into Bachatna Creek a lot this season and 
it was its usual outstanding self.  The ability to sight 
fish so many silvers is always a lot of fun for people, 
and this small river provided outstanding fishing every 
time we came to visit.  The Chuit was also very good 
for silvers this year and like Bachatna Creek, the Chuit 
is always one of our favorite rivers for fly fishing.  

Halibut fishing in Cook Inlet was productive as always 
and our guests landed a number of very good sized 
fish this season. We also saw great fishing from both 
Homer and Seward, and overall it was a very successful 
season on the salt water.  Now we look forward to 
winter kings in Homer and then more halibut again 
this spring as we gear up to do it all over again! 

As always the season went by very fast, but it 
definitely stood out in a number of ways.  The run 
timing, especially for the sockeye and silvers was 
later than I remember and also notable was the 
improved numbers of king salmon.  Both the Kenai 
and the Kasilof saw considerably more kings this 
year compared with more recent seasons and their 
record low returns.  Hopefully this resurgence in 
king numbers points toward positive things to come 
in the next several seasons…only time will tell.   

It is so very hard to remember each and every 
day, but it sure is fun to look back at the great 
pictures and all of the very genuine people I get to 
meet over the course of a season.  I know I speak 
for all my guides, my wife and family when I say 
thank you to everyone that has supported our 
guide business through the years.  It has been very 
rewarding to see our business grow and we are 
very much looking forward to many more seasons 
on the water. Hopefully we will see you next year 
and if there is ever anything we can do for you 
up here in Alaska, please contact us anytime.  

  

 

Tight Lines and 
Great Fishing!

Mark, Cindy, Faith, Caleigh and Emma



Now Booking: Spring Steel
With the myriad of rivers and lakes that Alaska has to explore, few hold the 
same anadromous rewards contained in the massive Tongass rainforest in 
southeast Alaska.  It is here in the crystal clear flows of the legendary Situk 
River that one of the most mystical and alluring fish in the world lives.  
The steelhead trout, the Holy Grail of the Pacific Northwest, the pinnacle 
of piscatorial prestige, is not widespread like the various pacific salmon 
species found throughout much of the state.  Adding to their mystique, 
steelhead are only found in a mere handful of Alaska Rivers and even 
among those only a few have enough fish to predictably target with any 
semblance of consistency.  By far the largest and most popular steelhead 
stream in the Greatland is the Situk, located near Yakutat…and it is a very 
special place.  For one, Yakutat is serviced daily by two regular Alaska 
Airlines flights.  This means what would normally be an out of the way, 
relatively challenging place to get to is now easily accessible via Seattle or 
Anchorage.  Once you arrive in Yakutat you will experience time standing still as the town has changed very little 
through the years and is a nice portal to the river, a place to dry out, find a hot meal, a cold beer and a dry bed.  There 
are a couple of lodges in Yakutat, a post office and a liquor store.  There are also a few car rental businesses and a really 
nice fly shop.  There is everything a steelheader needs to recharge between river missions.  

Entering the Situk River corridor is almost like being in a staged Hollywood set attempting to depict the most 
prolific, wild and mesmerizing steelhead environment imaginable.  For one, the water is crystal, thin-air CLEAR.  At 

the proper level, one can literally see 90% of the fish and at peak times this 
means multiple thousands of steelhead all within a 14 mile stretch of river.  
Just seeing this many wild steelhead in such a pristine and natural watershed 
is an amazing experience and then you make your first cast.  The river does 
not give up its treasure lightly and most soon learn seeing the fish does not 
always equate to catching the fish.  Approaching steelhead in the gin clear 
water is very difficult, especially if the water is low.  More often than not, the 
fish see you before you see them.  You need to use stealth in your approaches 
and presentation and even then it takes great persistence to find the correct 
offering or to make the perfect cast.  Sooner or later it will all come together 
and the result will often be enough to hook you for life.  Steelhead offer such 
a great challenge and display such brute strength and vitality in their battles 
that their pursuit becomes very addictive.   

In April and May we will be arranging a limited number of small group 
adventures to the Situk River via Glacier Bear Lodge.  These are all inclusive 
packages that include everything from airport pick-up, all lodging and 
meals for five nights and three full days of guided steelhead fishing.  Halibut 
fishing or transport to the river for bank fishing is available on the off 
day(s).  The guided fishing days will be two anglers per drift boat and are 14 
mile floats and 10-12 hour days.  Both fly fishing and conventional fishing 
works well and although anglers are encouraged to bring their own rod, all 
gear will be provided for you.   You will need a good pair of chest waders 
and also a good wading jacket and rain gear.  Ideal dates are anytime 
between early April and mid May.  This all-inclusive, 5night/3day trip is 
$2800 per person. 

Again, dates are limited so if you think you may want to join us on this incredible adventure, give us a call 
or send us an email and we will be happy to help you make all of the arrangements.  



After a long winter in Alaska, there is just something special about 
the first salmon returning to nearby streams.  They rarely arrive 
in great numbers early, but they are often the most beautiful of 
the entire run.  Particularly on the Kasilof River, it’s tough to find 
a prettier sight than that of an ocean bright king, minutes from 
salt, and just glowing with an iridescent purple sheen.  Perhaps it’s 
the several months of not seeing fish on a regular basis, the long 
winters spent preparing for just that moment when the first rod of 
the season flattens out and line starts pouring off the reel…ahhh 

yes, fish on!  Indeed the 
early season king fishing 
on the Kasilof is a great 
experience.  It offers 
relatively uncrowded 
conditions and a very 
scenic drift.  It offers 
a glimpse at Alaska 
as a whole awakening 
from its slumber. It is 
common to see moose 
and fledgling calves, 
arctic terns diving in 
the riffles, seagulls of 

every variety mulling 
about and of course, 
newly arriving kings that at the right time and place will just about 
pull your rod out of the boat!  The drift boat experience in early 
season low water makes for a very stealthy approach to the fish but 
make no mistake, this is not one after another type fishing.  There 
are definitely days when our paths just do not meet, but then again 
there are lots of days when they do.  Of all the fishing action I get 
to witness over the course of a summer and fall season, I am not 
sure anything is as exhilarating as an early season king salmon 
bite in a drift boat.  Again, maybe it is the winter respite, or the 
added effort of rowing the boat to produce the strike, but that rod 
violently pinning itself down in the rod holder and the eruption 
of glacial water several yards in front of the boat is just incredible 
to be a part of.  With the low water and less current, early season 
Kasilof kings fight really well and each one you put in the net is 
well earned.  This run seems to fish best beginning around May 
25 but peaks in mid-June.  The 2015 run was relatively large and 
success rates were high for those that put their time in. This is a 
combined return of both hatchery and naturally produced king 
salmon. The Kasilof is a very unique river and the 8 mile float is 
loaded with great scenery and ample time to sit back, relax and 
just soak in Alaska!  Just make sure you keep one eye on that rod.    

After nearly three full seasons of very low king salmon returns and countless restrictions, king 
salmon numbers in 2015 were a welcome relief.  For the first time in several seasons, the late run of 
Kenai King salmon season stayed open right up to its annual closure date of August 1.  While it was 
by no means a huge return, it did at least meet minimum escapement goals which was certainly a 
step in the right direction.  For the most part we did not spend a whole lot of time pursuing kings in 
July as with the overly abundant sockeye, the “hit and miss” king fishing just did not have the same 
appeal as the “near guarantee” of sockeye fishing.  We did get down to the Kasilof River on a few July 
days and it did provide some good action for some very nice kings from the drift boat.  

May and June were closed on the Kenai for kings but the neighboring Kasilof did provide some 
very good early season king salmon action.  We started fishing the Kasilof in late May and it 
seemed like on every trip up until we transitioned to sockeye in mid-June, we saw multiple 
chances at nice kings and we brought several fish to the net on each trip.  This was all with no bait 
and single hook restrictions which all says the return was relatively strong.  Again it was really 
encouraging to see this resurgence in king salmon abundance as the early run of the Kenai king 
also showed improved numbers as did several other Cook Inlet king salmon rivers.  

Seeing the king rebound (hopefully) is, for lack of a better word, conflicting for me as we have 
been very conservative with our participation in the fishery over the past several seasons.   We shifted more toward the dependability 
and sustainability of sockeye trips and that move has proved immensely successful.  That said, the art and allure of king fishing is 
an entirely different animal and we do look forward to revisiting this legendary fishery the Kenai made its name with.  The future of 
king fishing on the Kenai will have a different feel after the recently poor seasons and hopefully more will choose to release rather 
than harvest these incredible fish.  We will continue to highly encourage catch and release particularly in seasons where adequate 
escapement is less than certain. 

KingS rebound in 2015…

Early Run Kasilof Kings! 
LOW WATER AND FRESH FISH MAKE FOR SOME GREAT ACTION.  

IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR THAT FIRST FRESH SALMON OF THE SEASON,  
LOOK NO FURTHER THAN THE KASILOF IN LATE MAY AND EARLY JUNE.  



Sockeye salmon have always had their annual place 
in our seasonal salmon season but recent king 
salmon woes have changed the amount of time we 
spend targeting these intriguing fish.  In recent 
years, we have started regularly fishing for sockeye 
on the Kasilof River which sees a great push of 
fish in early June and this run just keeps building 
well into July when we have turned our attention 
to the Kenai.  One thing I really enjoy about the 
Kasilof is the addition of the drift boat and the 
scenic float involved.  I also like the feeling of 
the Kasilof in the early season as it transforms 

itself before your very eyes.  It starts off in early June as a very descript and easy 
flowing glacial river and by the end of July it looks like a fire hydrant at full bore.  
This transformation is something you can track on a daily basis as you watch the 
bank you were standing on the day before, become the traveling lane you hook 

fish in a few days later.   

Swinging for sockeye takes practice and it takes patience but more than anything 
it takes fish.  Sockeye salmon return to the river in pulses and they tend to stay 
together for the most part as they make their way upriver.  With a tide book and 
successive days on the water, one can begin to predict with reasonable accuracy 
where the bulk of the fish will be at a certain time and place. Once you find the 
fish, and get into position, your technique becomes paramount.  If you have 
never fished for sockeye before, the technique is definitely going to be different 
than most fishing you are used to.  The biggest difference is sockeye salmon, 
for the most part, just do not bite.  There are times and places where they will 
occasionally strike a lure but overall as a species they are not wired to chase and 
kill things.  They spend their juvenile lives feeding on krill and plankton and 
therefore depend on food that is not trying to get away from them.  All of this 
means catching them in the mouth takes a certain degree of ingenuity.  One 
saving grace with sockeye is their migration 
pattern.  As they travel up the river they 

almost always seek out the near shore waters or the path of least resistance 
and this means you must access them from shore.  With a long leader, a sharp 
hook and the right amount of weight, a skilled sockeye angler just needs fish 
to complete the equation.  With the proper technique one can easily put your 
hook right in the corner of the sockeye’s jaw, even without the fish actually 
biting the hook.  Seem fishy? It’s not and it works really well.  It just takes good 
numbers of fish and the right traveling lane or gravel bar and success is high.  
Fortunately our sockeye returns on the Kenai and the neighboring Kasilof 
number in the hundreds of thousands so thousands of fish are traveling 
upriver daily for weeks at a time.  This means we have a sockeye season that 
lasts from mid-June all the way until mid-August! That’s an amazing resource 
and we have explored its bounty more in recent seasons with king salmon 
runs being down.  Through it all we have made some great discoveries and 
have developed several new and very popular fishing adventures.   If you have 
never fished for sockeye before, you owe it to yourself to see why they are one 
of the most popular and fascinating salmon in all of Alaska.  

SocKeye 101



All Fishing Trips Include: All fishing gear while guided (rods, reels, bait, etc.) and experienced guide with boat. 
Snacks and refreshments will be provided on both half and full day river trips. Your fish will be cleaned and pre-
pared for freezing. Additional processing including vacuum sealing, smoking and shipping services are available 
for an additional fee. We recommend having your catch vacuum sealed and boxed for the flight home. You will 
be responsible for purchasing an Alaska Sportfishing License, including king stamp (if fishing for king salmon). 
River trips depart daily from one of several boat launches on the Kenai River.
*Trip duration may be shorter if and when a limit is achieved.
For Reservations: Once you have decided on lodging and fishing dates, we will send you an invoice detailing the 
cost(s) for your trip and required non-refundable deposit. Once we receive your deposit, we will mail you a confir-
mation receipt, a detailed itinerary and directions to your accommodations. Final payment is due thirty (30) days 
prior to arrival. We accept Visa/Mastercard/American Express/Discover, personal checks and money orders.
Cancellation Policy: Deposits are non-refundable with limited exceptions in cases of extreme hardship.
Limits of Responsibility: “Alaska Fishing with Mark Glassmaker ” reserves the right to alter any package or 
itinerary as existing conditions may require. All rates quoted are based on current rates at the time of this printing 
and are subject to availability and/or change without notice.
Not included with your trip: Gratuities, air fare, car rental, meals, Alaska state fishing license, fish processing 
and air freight charges for fish.

2016 SPORTFISHING RATES

with Mark Glassmaker

Alaska Fishing

Kings:
Kenai Half Day ............... $225 
(5.5 hours)

Kenai Full Day ................ $275 
(8 hour minimum)

Kasilof Full Day .............. $275 
(8 hour minimum)

Sockeye:
Kenai Full Day ................ $275 

Silvers:
Kenai Half Day ............... $200

Kenai Full Day ................ $250

Halibut:
Full Day Cook Inlet ..............$295

Full Day Homer ....................$295

Full Day Seward/Homer ....$395 
(Multi-species) 

Fly-Out Fishing*:
Full Day Westside Cook Inlet: 
Sockeye, Silvers, Trout .................... $425

Chuit, Crescent Lake: ................... $575

Full Day Nushagak: 
King Salmon ................................... $750
*All prices are per person, price may vary depending 
on location. Please call or visit our website for the many 
additional fly out options available. 

Trout:
Kenai Full Day ................ $250

Upper Kenai Full Day ..... $295 

2016 LODGING RATES
We have four individual cabins for you to choose from. Edgewater One 
and Two cabins are located on our riverside property and Moose Horn 
One and Two are on their own private 2 acre lot across the street. All 

cabin guests enjoy private fishing access to the Kenai River.

Cabins include all cooking and eating utensils, bed and bath linens, 
full-size gas range with oven, full-size refrigerator, microwave oven  
and outdoor gas barbecue. Cabins are additionally equipped with 

satellite television, WiFi and telephone.

For reservations or more information, 
please call us toll free: 1-800-622-1177 

or email us at mgfish@gci.net
www.mgfalaska.com

EDGEWATER ONE

EDGEWATER TWO
MOOSEHORN 
ONE and TWO

$200 per night for four (May, Sept.)
$250 per night for four ( July)
$225 per night for four ( June, Aug.)

$250 per night for four (May, Sept.)
$300 per night for four ( July)
$275 per night for four ( June, Aug.)

$175 per night for four (May, Sept.)
$225 per night for four ( July)
$200 per night for four ( June, Aug.)



team michigan with one of 
their many limits of 

kenai sockeye!

jim egner with his favorite 
fish in all of alaska: 
a big rainbow trout.

dr. mel franklin with a 
beautiful kenai sockeye 
in full spawning colors.

the reed family 
proudly holds up a 

nice mid-july limit.

Please let us know if you would like
to be removed from our mailing list.

Address Service Requested

Pro Guide
Please check out the full line of 

quality Lamiglas rods at their website:

www.lamiglas.com

Mark Glassmaker is a:

www.mgfalaska.com
1-800-622-1177

33361 Keystone Drive
Soldotna, AK 99669

Ever wonder what the Kenai River looks like right now?
Go streamside here: http://www.mgfalaska.com/views-of-the-kenai-river/

Check back for frequent updates.

If you’re planning to visit during the 2016 or 2017 season,  
now is the time to make your reservations.

Call or email today and we’ll build a custom package just for you.

Keith Monternach 
with one of his many 
trophy rainbows.

ray brown and family
show off a nice limit
of sockeye salmon. 


